
May 17, 2020
“Soon and Very Soon”
6th Sunday of Easter with Pastor Heather

As we gather for worship together light a candle (or turn one on) signifying Christ in our midst. 
We honor today Lavaun Muth’s life as she has journeyed to live with Jesus.

Opening Prayer

Your mighty power is always with us, O God, and yet we live as if we were alone. Let this be 
the hour when we remember your presence. Change us from a crowd of separate and lonely 
individuals who are social distancing and staying at home into a united people who are seeking 
your way. Let your love and forgiveness overcome all our doubts and anxieties through your 
son Jesus Christ.  
Amen

Sing or Read Together  “Open My Eyes That I May See”     UMH #454

1. Open my eyes, that I may see
glimpses of truth thou hast for me;
place in my hands the wonderful key
that shall unclasp and set me free.
Silently now I wait for thee,
ready, my God, thy will to see.
Open my eyes, illumine me, Spirit divine!

2. Open my ears, that I may hear
voices of truth thou sendest clear;
and while the wavenotes fall on my ear,
everything false will disappear.
Silently now I wait for thee,
ready, my God, thy will to see.
Open my ears, illumine me, Spirit divine!

3. Open my mouth, and let me bear
gladly the warm truth everywhere;
open my heart and let me prepare
love with thy children thus to share.
Silently now I wait for thee,
ready, my God, thy will to see.
Open my heart, illumine me, Spirit divine!



Offering Prayer

As we give our tithes and offerings today, we recognize what a blessing it is to be able to give to 
you God. Thank you for our ability to help others in this community with our gifts today, so that 
they may see our generosity as a way of honoring your son Jesus, the most generous of all.
Amen

Scripture Introduction
Revelation 22: 12-14, 16-17, 20-21  CEB

The closing paragraphs of our Bible reading, offer the promise that Jesus is returning, and 
“soon.” Through intense symbolism and imagery we are told how to live, and how we are to 
present ourselves to the world in the meantime.

12 “Look! I’m coming soon. My reward is with me, to repay all people as their actions deserve. 
13 I am the alpha and the omega, the fi rst and the last, the beginning and the end. 14 Favored 
are those who wash their robes so that they may have the right of access to the tree of life and 
may enter the city by the gates.

16 “I, Jesus, have sent my angel to bear witness to all of you about these things for the 
churches. I’m the root and descendant of David, the bright morning star. 17 The Spirit and the 
bride say, ‘Come!’ Let the one who hears say, ‘Come!’ And let the one who is thirsty come! Let 
the one who wishes receive life-giving water as a gift.”

20 The one who bears witness to these things says, “Yes, I’m coming soon.” Amen. Come, Lord 
Jesus! 21 The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all.

In 1928 Andraέ Crouch wrote a hymn which began “Soon and Very Soon, we are going to see 
the King . . .” As I was praying with Bob Muth, before LaVaun - his mother’s death last week 
- God put those words on my heart to say to him. “Soon and very soon” your mother will see 
Jesus. On May 6th when she died shortly after midnight, and Bob first informed me of her death 
he said “She can now see again!” This worship service is dedicated to LaVaun Muth who now 
knows what it is to see Jesus face to face!

I have preached several times on Jesus’ last words on earth Matthew 28: 16-20, where He 
commissions His disciples .. .”to go and make disciples”. I have never preached on the last 
words in the Bible, even though I’ve used verses in Revelation at Memorial Services.

What we are given in the closing verses of this last chapter of the Bible is our vision, our hope, 
our prayer, our preaching, our prophecy: “Look, I am coming . . .” (vs. 12). Jesus, the Risen 
Christ, is coming soon, as has been promised from the beginning. That time gets closer with 
each passing year, each passing day. The time is closer than it was around the turn of the 1st 



Century, when most scholars believe that the Revelation of John was written.

Yes, this primary source in our tradition tells us, Jesus is coming soon. That is our faith. That 
is our hope. This original promise was made in A.D. 95 or 96: “Look, I am coming soon”   and 
yet, here we are 2,000 years later. What does coming soon in 2020 mean? What is it that we 
are waiting for? There are no “simple” answers - at least about “coming soon”. Is it symbolic? 
Remember the text in 2 Peter: “. . .with the Lord one day is like a 1000 years . . .But the day of 
the Lord will come . . .”

Yes, the day of the Lord will come. Jesus - the Lord - is coming soon.

“Hallelujah, Hallelujah, we’re going to see the King”

Since Jesus is coming soon; our responsibility is to prepare ourselves for His coming. That is 
the only way to receive what He has to offer.

How shall we prepare? First by being able to recognize Him when He does come. In order to do 
that, we need to learn more about the traditions of Jesus that the Gospels handed down to us.

Jesus is coming soon and He is bringing His reward with Him. His reward is eternal life - life 
with Him forever, in the eternal city, the New Jerusalem, which God has prepared for those who 
are ready to receive the coming Christ. John tells us in Revelation 21: 2 that he “saw the holy 
city, the new Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for 
her husband.” Think about this we don’t build it; God builds it. We do not ascend to it; God 
brings it down to us and God offers it to us as a free gift. Eternal life - life forever with God, in 
the new Jerusalem, the holy city. It is freely offered to any who will receive it. That is salvation. 
That is grace. Jesus is coming soon and He is bringing that reward for all who have prepared 
themselves to receive it.

How shall we prepare ourselves?

vs. 14 “Favored are those who wash their robes so that they may have the right to access to the 
tree of life and may enter the city by the gates”. This is once again symbolic language - the key 
to the holy city - the key to the New Jerusalem, the ticket that gets us through the front door, 
lies in washing our robe. The New Revised Standard Version footnotes this phrase, offering an 
alternative translation: “do His commandments”.

“Wash their robes” goes back to Revelation 7: 14 “They have washed their robes and made 
them white in the blood of the Lamb”. The writer is not talking about robes - literal clothing 
what he points to is steeping ourselves, bathing ourselves, completely immersing ourselves in 
the “blood” - which is to say the LIFE - of the Lamb. Throughout the scriptures “blood” stands 
for “life”, and the Lamb, of course, is Jesus.



The NRSV footnote is helpful as the cross reference to 7: 14. By “washing our robes” and all 
that that entails, by “doing His commandments,” we gain the right to the fruit of the tree of life. 
We gain entrance, through the gates to the holy city, to live forever with God in the New 
Jerusalem. This “washing our robes” - by “doing His commandments” is DISCIPLESHIP.

More word - pictures to unpack: The Spirit, The Bride, the one who hears, the one who is 
thirsty, the one who wishes . . . (vs. 17). Revelation 21: 2 tells us the holy city, the new 
Jerusalem, is “made ready as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband.”

On May 1, it was my honor to offi ciate at the wedding of my granddaughter Leesa. She had 
planned to have a wedding in our sanctuary but with the “stay-at-home” order still in place, 10 
of us met in her mother’s living room with the furniture taken out and chairs spaced 6 feet apart. 
Leesa wore a beautiful wedding dress - long laced sleeves with the back totally cut out. She is 
the youngest child of our son John who died 10 years ago. He was an army Ranger and she has 
his military insignia with names and dates tattooed on her back, It is one of the ways she has felt 
he was always with her. Leesa was so beautiful for her groom Brandon. By the way, they have 
May 1, 2021 reserved at Calvary for their larger wedding.

Going back to Revelation 21 - now verse 9, we are told the bride “is the wife of the Lamb”. The 
Lamb is Jesus. The bride, here then, is the city prepared by God, the city presided over by Jesus, 
the city inhabited by all who are devoted to Jesus. The BRIDE IS US. We are the church. We 
are devoted to Jesus, to His life, to His teachings, to His commandments. The Spirit - the Holy 
Spirit, the 3rd person of the Trinity - moves in us and among us. We, with the Spirit, in Christ’s 
holy church, say to the world, to all who will hear: “Come!”

God said it. We believe it. May we devote our lives to living it and proclaiming it, as we call out 
to the world, “Come”.

“Soon and very soon we are going to see the King.”

Amen

Closing Hymn Sing or read Together  “Soon and Very Soon”   UMH #706

1 Soon and very soon we are goin’ to see the King,
Soon and very soon we are goin’ to see the King,
Soon and very soon we are goin’ to see the King,
Hallelujah, Hallelujah,
we’re goin’ to see the King!

2 No more cryin’ there we are goin’ to see the King,
No more cryin’ there we are goin’ to see the King,
No more cryin’ there we are goin’ to see the King,



Hallelujah, Hallelujah,
we’re goin’ to see the King!

3 No more dying there we are goin’ to see the King,
No more dying there we are goin’ to see the King,
No more dying there we are goin’ to see the King,
Hallelujah, Hallelujah,
we’re goin’ to see the King!

4 Soon and very soon we are goin’ to see the King,
Soon and very soon we are goin’ to see the King,
Soon and very soon we are goin’ to see the King,
Hallelujah, Hallelujah,
we’re are goin’ to see the King!

Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah.

Closing Blessing

Go in Peace. May God who makes it possible to live forever with Jesus, continue to bless us 
with His living presence, and keep us together in spirit even when we are absent from one 
another.
Amen


